DRAFT


Placer County Water Agency

Middle Fork American River Project

(FERC No. 2079)

Boating Flow Study Evaluation Form

	Name:_______________________________________________
	Date:________________

	River:______________________________
	Reach:________________________________

	Put in:______________________________
	Take out:______________________________

	Put in time:__________________________
	Take out time:__________________________

	Study Flow:_________________________
	


1. What type of craft did you use for this run?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hard shell kayak 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cataraft: please indicate length:
	              

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Inflatable kayak  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Self-bailing raft: please indicate length:
	               

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Closed deck canoe 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Wrap-floor raft: please indicate length:
	               

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Open canoe with floatation  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other: please explain
	             


Flow Assessment 

2. Please evaluate this study flow for your craft and skill level for each of the following characteristics.  (Circle one number for each characteristic).
	 Characteristic
	Rating

	
	Acceptable
	Neutral
	Unacceptable

	
	Highly 
	Moderately 
	
	Moderately 
	Highly 

	 Boatability
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Availability of challenging technical boating
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Availability of powerful hydraulics
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Availability of whitewater “play areas”
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Overall whitewater challenge
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Safety
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Length of run
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Rate of travel
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2

	 Number of portages
	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2


3. What type(s) of watercraft would be suitable for this reach at today’s flow? (Circle all that would be appropriate).
	a.
Kayak
	f.
Cataraft

	b.
Closed deck canoe
	g.
Inflatable kayak

	c.
Raft
	h.
Other: _____________________

	e.
Open canoe
	
	


4. Please rate your overall satisfaction with today’s flow. 

	Rating

	Satisfied
	Neutral
	Unsatisfied

	Highly 
	Moderately 
	
	Moderately 
	Highly 

	2
	1
	0
	-1
	-2


Please explain your rating:

	

	


Difficulty

5. How would you rate the whitewater difficulty of this run?  (Use American Whitewater’s International Scale of Whitewater Difficulty that ranges from Class I to Class VI) _____

6. Please identify rapids or sections you needed to portage and rate the difficulty of those portages (using your type of craft at this flow level).

	Location Description
	Portage Difficulty
	Requires Technical Portage Ropes
	Portage Route
(River Right or Left)
	Estimated Portage Time

	
	
Easy
	Slightly Difficult
	Moderately Difficult
	Extremely Difficult
	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	


Time

7. Estimate the number of times you stopped and got out of your boat for breaks, scouting, or for portaging and estimate the total amount of time spent.

	Number of stops for breaks
	
	Total minutes out of boat
	

	Number of stops for scouting
	
	Total minutes out of boat
	

	Number of stops for portaging
	
	Total minutes out of boat
	


Hazards

8. Did you observe any specific safety hazards beyond those normally encountered running a river of this difficulty at this flow?  If so, please describe them below.

	Location Description
	Safety Hazard

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


Flow Estimates
9. In general, would you prefer a flow that was higher, lower, or about the same as this flow?  (Circle one)  

a. Much lower flow

b. Slightly lower flow

c. About the same; this was close to an optimum flow

d. Slightly higher flow

e. Much higher flow

Please explain:

	

	


10. Based on today’s study and your experience, can you identify a range of flows that would be suitable for boating at this location
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	yes
	no
	Flow (cfs)

	Minimum Acceptable:  The lowest flow at which you would be willing to return to boat on this run.
	
	
	

	Optimal:  The flow that creates the best combination of characteristics for your craft type and skill level.
	
	
	

	Maximum Acceptable:  The highest flow at which you would be willing to return to boat this run.
	
	
	


11. If “No” to question 10, the flow should be:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lower
Please explain:  

	

	


Access
12. Was the put-in that you used adequate at today’s study flow?

	a.
	Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	b.
	No
 FORMCHECKBOX 



If No, please explain:
	

	


13. Was the take-out that you used adequate at today’s study flow?
	a.
	Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	b.
	No
 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	


If No, please explain:
	

	


14. Please provide any additional comments about the run at this flow.  
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